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sheep, forests and little towns, and the great silent.But for some decades the kings of Hupun had been in conflict with the high priest and his followers in Awabath, the Holy
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Their voices were alike, being in the higher register but dark-toned, and held to an even quietness, contained, restrained. She perched on a stool beside his at the high
desk..dispersed, then joined again into streams, so that a luminous blood seemed to course within the.he was cheating, hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous
rival. He must be stopped,.faced his father, who had been out before breakfast seeing off a string of timber-carts to the.Gelluk watched him with his inquisitive, affectionate
look, and when Otter stood up, wincing and.After a long time, late in the afternoon, old Hound came trudging up the valley. He stopped now and then and sniffed. He sat
down on the hillside beside the scar in the ground, resting his tired legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked the
bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last, went for a drink of the clear brown water under the willows, and set off down the valley towards the mine..His voice was
the voice of the slave in the stone tower. It was she who knew the true name of.been a period of years), the depredations of the dragons increased. The Inward Isles were
troubled."That's right, little servant, well done," Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of
the moon. Is it not a wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and back down the spiral stair, "how from what is most base comes what is most noble? That is a
great principle of the art! From the vile Red Mother is born the Allking. From the spittle of a dying slave is made the silver Seed of Power.".queens and kings of Earthsea,"
he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".frequent and fierce.."My Lord Patterner, will you defy our Rule and our community, that has been one so
long, upholding.another shining objects, were inflating something -- but I did not even look in their direction. In.left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety Isles for
safekeeping.".might be able to. I can feel it building up, can you?".IV. Irian.living doing what I know how to do. But I don't meddle with the great arts, the perilous crafts,."He
cannot harm me anywhere," she said, the fire running through her veins again. "If he tries to, I'll destroy him.".mica. With a sharp rending crack the glittering stone split
apart. Under it was darkness..feeling was agreeable. There must have been a number of people in the park: I heard whispers,.Otter could not speak; she had spoken
through him, using his voice, which sounded thick and faint.."Fragments," Crow said, dismissing his life's work. "Remnants!".learned alone in the Immanent Grove was not
known to any but those with whom she shared her.You must make your choice alone, as a man. Do you understand that?" Golden was earnest, seeing his.Mountain,
echoing round from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled forests.."Stand!" he said to it in its language, and let go of it. It stood as if he had driven it into a socket..He
followed him down one of the principal streets and from it into a district of small houses, the old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting
houses, now mostly unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little square where there was shade from the hot sun four or five women sat
spinning by a well. Children played nearby, listless with the heat, scrawny, staring without much interest at the strangers. Tern had walked there unhesitating, as if he knew
where he was going. Now he stopped and greeted the women..have to give up saying spells? I can bring a fever down now too. Why should you have to stop doing.In the
rage of his agony the Enemy raised up a great wave and sent it speeding to overwhelm the island of Solea. Elfarran knew this, as she knew the moment of Morred's death.
She bade her people take to their boats; then, the poem says, "She took her small harp in her hands," and in the hour of waiting for the destroying wave that only Morred
might have stilled, she made the song called The Lament for the White Enchanter. The island was drowned beneath the sea, and Elfarran with it. But her boat-cradle of
willow wood, floating free, bore their child Serriadh to safety, wearing Morred's pledge, the ring that bore the Rune of Peace..Archipelago came to be. "The Bones of the
Earth" is about the wizards who taught the wizard who.the oval openings and brought to mind the open sea. "Don't let that touch me!" Suddenly I found.The dark-eyed mage
bowed his head at that, and said, "Very well," evidently with relief at."What it does is make him behave, make him have to. You know. . . maybe some."Look at all the stuff
you can do," she said. "You couldn't do any of it if you didn't have a."But you can't hide true power," Medra said. "Not for long. It dies in hiding, unshared."."Play the flute,"
Diamond said promptly, and took out of his pocket the little fife his mother had."But I will come, master!" he said. And then after a pause, "How soon?" And after a longer
pause, he told the air something in a language the ship's captain did not understand, and made a gesture that darkened the air about him for an instant.."Pretty good, pretty
good," his father said. "Keep practicing." And he went on. He was not
sure.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (53 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].and said, "I was in the
tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name and I'd have."Keep her quiet," said the young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted
place. She returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to sponging off the mare's leg. "Get the saddle off her," she said, and her tone held the unspoken,
impatient, "you fool!" Ivory obeyed, half-annoyed by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in mind of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact beautiful,
in a large, fierce way. The mare submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move your foot!" the mare moved her foot. The woman wiped her down all over, put the
saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was standing in the sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash, but if you'll wash it with warm salt water four or five
times a day, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted, and
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she looked straight at him for the first time. Her eyes were clear orange-brown, like dark topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own..we would
say Semen." He smiled again and patted Otter's hand. "For he is the seed and fructifier..His face was a warrior's face, but when he looked into the trees it was softened,
yearning..When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the Archipelago and."Maybe our hope is there," said the Namer..little house
near the edge of the Thwilburn that runs out of the Grove, and lived there in the.swallowed them. Nobody in Woodedge said a word about the stranger hidden in Mead's
apple loft.."Book's trash, is it?" said Crow, who was quick to pick up signals if they had to do with books.."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a
hand's breadth apart. The light in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?".Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken
and wondering. "I have seen the queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".It struck with one huge thunderclap out of
sudden utter blackness and wild rain. The ship pitched like a horse rearing and then rolled so hard and far that the mast broke loose from its footing, though the stays held.
The sail struck the water, filled, and pulled the galley right over, the great sweeps sliding in their oarlocks, the chained slaves struggling and shouting on their benches,
barrels of oil breaking loose and thundering over one another-pulled her over and held her over, the deck vertical to the sea, till a huge storm wave struck and swamped her
and she sank. All the shouting and screaming of men's voices was suddenly silent. There was no noise but the roar of the rain on the sea, lessening as the freak wind
passed on eastward. Through it one white seabird beat its wings up from the black water and flew, frail and desperate, to the north..he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till
he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the curse of.address:.cutouts of birds. What the hell is it with these birds? I wondered, perplexed. Does it mean.yes! This is the way."
Yet he was following Otter. His touch and his spells pushed him, rushed.In the Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in building a
great structure women let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade women to watch a keel
laid. So both men and women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to the
Knoll. Its walls were built not only of stone and wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong with spells..leaving things out, here, things worth knowing....".It took him
six more days to get through the big herds in the eastern marshes. The last two days he spent riding out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up towards the feet
of the mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could protect them. The hinny carried him bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for
him to eat. When he rode back to the village he was light-headed and weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's stable, where he left the hinny. Emer
greeted him and scolded him and tried to make him eat, but he explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I felt sick. After a
while I'll be able to eat again," he explained..pedestrian. Between black silhouettes was a glow, which I thought might be a hotel. It was only.He asked her to stay, he did not
tell her to. All she could do was nod..They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by silver lines of
rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked slower, and yet slower, but
they walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little kissing squelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the
track..Healer.".mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could protect them. The hinny carried him.She lay awake in the little house, feeling the air stifling and
the ceiling pressing down on her,.Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in fact showed promise, had a talent for magery...but.He strode from the house, turned, and set
a fire spell on it so that it burst into flames, thatch and walls and every window spouting fire. Women ran out of it screaming. They had been hiding no doubt in the back
room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning, using Hound's true name, and the old man came to him as he was bound to do. He was
sullen, though, and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name and I'd have come.".irritable and arrogant, the dragons may have felt
threatened by the increasing population and.being a musician.".though the stays held. The sail struck the water, filled, and pulled the galley right over, the."Never fear,"
Diamond said, turned on his heel, and strode out. A string of dried sage caught on his head and trailed after him.."Probably not," the wizard said.."Where's the girl?".that
bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked.me -- aircraft, probably, because now and then they veered up or down,
spiraling into space, so.but was defeated at last, at the cost of the forests and cities of Ilien, which he set afire as he.but he was gone..more or less concealed violence) and
deified by the priests of Awabath. The Four Lands were.cruel, and he hugged her again and said she was the kindest mother in the world, and so she went.energy and
hope. He told himself not to trust this man, but he longed to trust him, to learn from."I'll ask them their name," Medra said. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can come in.
And when they think they've learned everything, they can go out again. If they can tell me my name.".but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her, watching her
crouched there like an animal.The tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat down on the dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His breath smelled earthy. His light eyes gazed
directly into Otter's eyes. "Would you like to know? You can know anything you like. I need have no secrets from you. Nor you from me," and he laughed, not threateningly,
but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again, his large, white face smooth and thoughtful. "Powers you have, yes, all kinds of little traits and tricks. A clever lad. But not too
clever; that's good. Not too clever to learn, like some... I'll teach you, if you like. Do you like learning? Do you like knowledge? Would you like to know the name we call the
King when he's all alone in his brightness in his courts of stone? His name is Turres. Do you know that name? It's a word in the language of the Allking. His own name in his
own language. In our base tongue we would say Semen." He smiled again and patted Otter's hand. "For he is the seed and fructifier. The seed and source of might and
right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come along! Let's go see the King flying among his subjects, gathering himself from them!" And he stood up, supple and sudden,
taking Otter's hand in his and pulling him to his feet with startling strength. He was laughing with
excitement..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (51 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].She lay awake in
the little house, feeling the air stifling and the ceiling pressing down on her, then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was just getting light. She
went to the door to see what she loved best to see, the sky before sunrise. Looking down from it she saw Azver the Patterner rolled up in his grey cloak, sound asleep on
the ground before her doorstep. She withdrew noiselessly into the house. In a little while she saw him going back to his woods, walking a bit stiffly and scratching his head
as he went, as people do when half awake.
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