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house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another]
matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and
the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him | love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this
love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard | of this thing, nor have | ever known it! Is it of
the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following
verses:.Quoth | (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.133. The
City of Brass dixvi.As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he
could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty.
Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the
excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key
with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise
he abode awhile..On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that | did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me,
everything turneth against me.".How long shall | thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.So the folk gathered together to
them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'l gave him a dirhem before | entered the shop;' and the cook
said, '‘Be everything | sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went
out and [would have] made off, without aught [said 1]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'l gave thee a dirhem," and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he
dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife
between you, and no cause for it?' ‘Ay, by Allah,’ replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook,
'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.’
For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which | will tell thee.".? ? ? ? ? So, by
Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.For the uses of food | was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Like a sun at the end of a cane
in a hill of sand, iii. 190..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his
kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes,
knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city
of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of
sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving

sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust

I've crossed, how many a desert dread!. ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon
dxxxiv."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance
in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him." Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'l
reck not of him, for that | have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than
thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and
got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'l come to

thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.107. The Ruined Man of

another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'l will not foregather with
any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of
God!" Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their
voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house," answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk." And my friend said to me, ‘Behold, we are
two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect
Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!" And | said, 'May God not requite thee for me with
good!.? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives | conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.86. The Three Unfortunate
Lovers dclxxii.46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dixxxvii. When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at
hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, | am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the
Most High, repeat that song!" So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God
(whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] | will cast myself down from this palace, for
that | am weary of my life and know that | am slain without recourse; wherefore | will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in
asking..Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong,

the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it
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behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no
profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth
thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in
the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been

dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..? 2 ? ? ?

conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances
lies in wait!.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..Now the four women who thus
accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up
to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you." At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, | love thee and
doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since | saw thee, | have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me
and | am thy handmaid." Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is
Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her
and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing
this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he
had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The
Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the
door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master.” So she opened the door and he entered and sat down,
saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed | deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, | am
thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not.” "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and | know thy purpose and that which thou seekest
and that thou art my husband's lord. | understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy
case:.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, '‘By Allah, that is my lady
Tuhfeh's touch!" So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful
and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this
hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them
bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?'
And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in
haste!™ Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.".Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition,
young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the
place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him
of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in
the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight
and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!" Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels,
worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh,
'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,’ answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of
water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and | will take thee to wife and entreat
thee kindly." Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, | have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, ‘An thou obey me not, | will smite thee and
kill thee." When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone
from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life
long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee." Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she
sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a
wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have | failed of thy due, or what have | done to injure
thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and
vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, | will deliver thee from thy predicament.” And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my
head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an
inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY
CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN." And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".My secret is disclosed, the which | strove to
hide, iii. 89..God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar,

king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it,
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till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from
the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants
[descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..When | awoke and opened my eyes, | found myself [in the open air] and
the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that | was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so | rose
to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue | knew not, whilst | deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, | was like to fly and my reason refused
to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and | recited, saying:.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret
things,) that.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and
maghnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and
they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this
there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom
there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on
the chairs aforesaid..When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had | given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who
counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, | had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and
long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of
wont..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself
with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh
not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his
words and the softness of his speech."” The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied
himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for
Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his
servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? | make a vow to God, if
ever day or night.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till
daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring
your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye."
Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my
son, | grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] | will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man,
who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps
and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God
make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is
well, O king, save a vile matter, which | have discovered here and wherewith | am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, | fear lest other than |
discover it and | [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a
truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught." And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of
whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, | will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,'
answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So | went to the door of the [queen's]

sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which |

Khalifate assigned.
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